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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant(s): Nielsen, James T.; et. al. 

Assignee: Cardica, Inc. 

Xi t l e: Surgical Apparatus and Method for Anastomosis 

Serial No.: 10/750,712 

Examiner Michael T. Andersen Filed: Dec. 31,2003 

Docket No.: 149 Group Art Unit: 3734 

APPLICANT-INITIATED INTERVIEW REQUEST 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

In compliance with MPEP 71 3.01, this request is submitted to the Examiner in advance of 
the interview, and in a form equivalent to Form PTOL-4 1 3A. 

The proposed date and time of the interview is November 16 ,h , at 1 1 :30 a.m. The type of 
interview requested is personal. Tentative participants are Brian Schar, attorney for Cardica, Inc., 
and Examiner Michael T. Andersen. Supervising Primary Examiner of Art Unit 3734, Michael J. 
Hayes, is also a tentative participant, at the discretion of Examiner Andersen. An exhibit may be 
shown: a demonstration model of Cardica's C-Port® distal anastomosis tool. A short animation of 
the operation of that tool may also be shown. 

The issues to be discussed include: 

(1) patentability of claims 1-8 and 10-13 over U.S. Pat. No. 6,254,617 to Spence et. al. 
because, among other reasons, Spence does not disclose the claimed staple holder having spaced- 
apart arms, or the claimed graft affixer projecting therefrom; 

(2) patentability of claims 9 over Spence, because Spence does not teach or suggest the 
claimed spaced-apart and substantially unconnected indicia, or the claimed angling the graft vessel; 

(3) potential amendments to one or more claims in order to facilitate allowance also may be 
discussed; and 

(4) consideration of foreign and non-patent references previously submitted in Information 
Disclosure Statements. 
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Assignee's attorney thanks the Examiner for his time and courtesy. Please contact the 
undersigned if there are any questions. 

submitted, 




Brian A. Scr 
Reg. No. 45,076 
Cardica, Inc. 
900 Saginaw Drive 
Redwood City, CA 94063 
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